Region 504 Policy

AYSO - Region 504 (Bloomsburg)

Tournament Policy

Policy Purpose:

· The purpose of the ensuing policy is to provide structure and guidelines consistent with AYSO principles (fun, fair and safe) relative to participation in soccer tournaments.

Participation:

· The Region 504 AYSO Board will retain authority to authorize participation in soccer tournaments as AYSO affiliated teams. As such, the authorization provides access to player lists, permission to use Region 504 soccer uniforms, use of Region 504 soccer fields and the accident and liability coverage (coverage) in effect during the regular AYSO season. Coverage is extended to players and coaching staff until completion of the tournament in the event that the tournament falls outside the established fall or spring AYSO season and carries with it the same incident reporting standards in place during the regular season.

· Participation will be limited to outdoor tournaments.

Coaches:

· Individuals interested in coaching in a Region 504 AYSO Board approved tournament must submit their “Notice of Interest” to either the Regional Commissioner or Coach Administrator no later than (30) days prior to the first day of the tournament.

· If single team per division, Head Coach and 1st Assistant selected for each division based on total coaching tenure.

· If multiple teams per division, the assignment of each Head Coach for each division will be based on total coaching tenure. Assistant Coaching staff will be selected by the respective Head Coaches.

· All coaching staff for Region 504 teams are required to have completed the standard volunteer applications prior to commencing practices.

· Head coach must have completed AYSO Coaches training.

· The Region 504 Board retains the right to restrict coaches from participating in AYSO authorized tournaments based on the coaches past history (lack of sportsman’s like conduct, failure to adhere to policy guidelines etc.).

Team Composition:

· Co-ed teams will be utilized for U-6 and U-8 age brackets unless the tournament rules require single sex teams.

· Single sex teams will be utilized for U-10 and above brackets. In the event that the tournament rules require co-ed teams participation as an AYSO team will not be authorized by the Region 504 AYSO Board.

Players:

· Number

· If single team per division, team to consist of 175% of number of players on field (9 v 9 = 16 players).

· If multiple teams per division, teams to consist of 150% to 175% of number of players on field (9 v. 9 = 14 to 16 players).

Players (cont.):

· How Selected

· Listing of Tournament Skill capable players will be submitted by each coach for each age/sex bracket.

· Each coach will be contacted by the Coaching Administrator (or his/her designee) and will be given (2) weeks or ½ the time period until the tournament (whichever is less) to respond. Failure to respond will result in the Tournament Skill capable determination being made by the tournament coaching staff. Omission of a player, while unfortunate, will be the responsibility of that player’s regular season coach.

· Participant selection process will be:

· Coaching staff’s children automatic

· Team’s volunteer referee children automatic

· Remaining participant’s will be selected by a “draw from a hat”.

· If siblings are selected for tournament participation, both will be assigned to the same team unless otherwise requested by parent(s)/guardian(s).

· Any other requested pairings of players will be at the mutual consent of the coaches involved.

· In the event that there is more than one tournament being held within 30 days (last day of first tournament to first day of next tournament) of each other the coaching staff for the first tournament has the option to be retained as the coaching staff for the next tournament and to retain the same team(s). This team perpetuation is limited to (2) consecutive tournaments.

Uniforms:

· AYSO uniforms may only be worn by players competing in a Region 504 approved AYSO related/sponsored tournaments.

Practices:

· Practices are to be held on Region 504 fields and coordinated with the respective Field Administrator.

· If the tournament and practices are during the regular season, established practice and game times will hold priority.

· Practice time is limited to 3.0 hours in any given (7) day period.
Tournament Play:

· While the intent of entering a tournament is to win (an increased focus on competition from that promoted during the regular season), the coaching staff is strongly must use the same concepts as for regular AYSO games, and must follow the AYSO published Rules, Regulations and Procedures as well as any additional criteria established by the tournament policy.
Page 1 of 2

